
VISIONING BELLAIRE  
URBAN DESIGN AND BEAUTIFICATION MASTER PLAN 

Terrain Studio  

landscape architecture, planning, urban design 



STEP ONE – CONCEPTUAL ALTERNATIVES 
 
 
 
 
STEP TWO – DRAFT CONCEPTUAL MASTER PLAN 
 
 
 
 
STEP THREE – FINAL CONCEPTUAL MASTER PLAN 

 
 
 
 
 
 
STEP FOUR – BEAUTIFICATION PROGRAM PLAN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FINAL PLAN BOOKLET AND PRESENTATION 

4 weeks 

4 weeks 

4 weeks 

3 weeks 

VISIONING BELLAIRE PROCESS 



STEP ONE - CONCEPTUAL 
ALTERNATIVES 

step 

Listening to the City and  
Community Meetings 

milestones 

Conceptual Alternatives  
Workshop 

roles and responsibilities 
Terrain Studio 
•Listening to the city and 
community, site analysis 
•Conceptual Alternatives 
•Project management 
The City 
•Data  gathering 
•Stakeholder coordination 
•Design input 
CBB 
•Citizen Survey 
•Design Advisory  
Council, Boards and 
Commissions 
•Design input during 
community meetings 
•Design input during the 
conceptual alternatives 
workshop 
 

outcome 

Consensus 
Conceptual 
Direction 

 
Sept 6 2016 

step 

roles and responsibilities 

75% Review of Draft CMP 

STEP TWO – DRAFT 
CONCEPTUAL MASTER  
PLAN 

Draft Conceptual 
Master Plan 
Workshop 

Terrain Studio 
•Draft Conceptual master 
plan development 
•Project management 
Advisory Group 
•Representatives from CBB, 
City, Key Boards and 
Commissions 
•Design input at 75% draft 
Conceptual Master Plan point  
The City 
•Stakeholder coordination 
•Design input 
Council, Boards and 
Commissions 
•Design input during draft 
conceptual master plan 
workshop 

Draft 
Conceptual 
Master Plan 

 
October 7 

2016 

STEP THREE – FINAL 
CONCEPTUAL MASTER  
PLAN 

75% Review of Final CMP 

step 

milestones milestones 

roles and responsibilities 

Terrain Studio 
•Final conceptual master plan 
development 
•Project management 
 
Advisory Group 
•Representatives from CBB, City, 
Key Boards and Commissions 
•Design input at 75% Final 
conceptual master plan point 
 
The City 
•Stakeholder coordination 
•Design input 
 
Council, Boards and 
Commissions 
•Design input during draft 
conceptual master plan workshop 
during 
•City Council presentation 

Final Conceptual Master 
Plan Workshop 

STEP FOUR – PROGRAM PLAN 

step 

milestones 

90% Review of Program Plan 

Final 
Conceptual 
Master Plan 

 
November 7 

2016 

roles and responsibilities 

Terrain Studio 
•Program plan & final conceptual 
master plan 
•Project management 
 
Advisory Group 
•Representatives from CBB, City, 
Key Boards and Commissions 
•Design input at 90% program plan 
point 
 
The City 
•Stakeholder coordination 
•Program plan input 
 
City Council  
•Program plan and final conceptual 
master plan approval 

Program 
Plan and 

Final 
Conceptual 
Master Plan

 
December  5 

2016 

outcome outcome outcome 

VISIONING THE BEAUTIFICATION OF BELLAIRE  

DESIGN PROCESS FLOW CHART 



STEP ONE – CONCEPTUAL ALTERNATIVES 

Listening to the Community   

Listening to the Land   

Design Principles   

Conceptual Alternatives Workshop 

Consensus Concept  

 



LISTENING TO THE COMMUNITY 

Terrain Studio  

landscape architecture, planning, urban design 



Four Overarching Themes: 
 
 

 landscaping 
 

 homes & neighborhoods 
 

 streetscape planning 
 

 Triangle/Downtown revitalization 



Strengths

Landscaping



Strengths

Homes & Neighborhoods 



Strengths

Streetscape Planning



Strengths

Downtown/Triangle



Weaknesses

Landscaping



Weaknesses

Homes & Neighborhoods 



Weaknesses

Streetscape Planning



Weaknesses

Downtown/Triangle



Opportunities

Landscaping



Opportunities

Homes & Neighborhoods 



Opportunities

Streetscape Planning



Opportunities

Downtown/Triangle



Challenges

Landscaping



Challenges

Homes & Neighborhoods 



Challenges

Streetscape Planning



Challenges

Downtown/Triangle



LISTENING TO THE LAND 

Terrain Studio  

landscape architecture, planning, urban design 



IAH 

HOBBY 

TEXAS 
MEDICAL 
CENTER 

Beltway 8 

Interstate 610 

Interstate 10 

BELLAIRE 

H
ig

hw
ay

 2
88

 

Buffalo Bayou 

UPTOWN 
HOUSTON 

To Destinations 
15 min. to DT Houston (9 mi) 

6 min. to Uptown (3 mi) 
16 min. to TMC (10 mi) 

 
To Airports 

30 min. to HOU (15 mi) 
50 min. to IAH (30 mi) 

IAHREGIONAL CONNECTIVITY 

DOWNTOWN 
HOUSTON 

5 miles 

10 miles 

15 miles 



Population / sq. mi. 
4,692 
 
Land area in sq. mi. 
3.59 
 
Mean Travel Time to Work 
20 min. 
 
# of Companies 
3,463 
 
Median Age 
41.6 
 

Area (sq. mi.) 
3.59 

Population 
16,855 

Housing Units 
6,515 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 



HISTORY 

HISTORY| URBAN PLANNING 
 
1908
Bellaire founded by William Baldwin as part of the 23,000 
acre Rice Ranch. It was envisioned to be a “garden city” 



HISTORY 

HISTORY| CONNECTIVITY 
 
1909 
A four-mile street car line built, along with Bellaire 
Boulevard, connecting Bellaire to Houston’s Main St.  



COB 

HISTORY 
 
Automobile 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P94   
 
 
 
 
 

P129 
 
 
 
 

P-- 
 

P-- 
 

HISTORY| SIGNAGE 
 
1952 
Welcome to Bellaire, Texas 
A City of Homes 

HISTORY 



COB 

HISTORY 
 
Automobile 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P94   
 
 
 
 
 

P129 
 
 
 
 

P-- 
 

P-- 
 

HISTORY| SIGNAGE 
 
2016 
Welcome to Bellaire, Texas 
A City of Homes 

HISTORY 



HISTORY| STRIP RETAIL 
 
1957
Dugan Drugs Shopping Center on South Rice at Bellaire Blvd 
This is the current location of the Walgreens on South Rice.  

HISTORY 



HISTORY| ARCHITECTURAL STYLE 
 

1960 
First State Bank of Bellaire located in the 5100 block of Bellaire Blvd near South Rice. 

It became the new location of Community National Bank  

HISTORY 



HISTORY| ARCHITECTURAL STYLE 
 
 
1948 
The Bellaire Theatre at 4020 Bellaire Blvd 
 

HISTORY 



HISTORY 

HISTORY| AUTOMOBILE ORIENTED 
 

1958
Panorama of shopping center on Bissonnet at 6th Street 

Amegy Bank purchased the shopping center in 2006 



HISTORY| 
OUTSTANDING 
SCHOOLS AND PARKS 
 
1962 
The Bellaire Parks & Rec 
Department made  
the best place for kids to 
grow up. 

HISTORY 



HISTORY| FLOODING 
1955 

Street flooding resulting from rain storms 

HISTORY 



HISTORY| FLOODING 
 

2001 
The aftermath of tropical Storm Allison.

HISTORY 



HISTORY 

HISTORY| TIMELINE 
 



COB 

FLOODING 

BELLAIRE 
ICONOGRAPHY 

AUTOMOBILE 

STRIP RETAIL 

CONNECTED TO 
HOUSTON’S 

DESTINATIONS, A  
CLASSIC  

BEDROOM  
COMMUNITY 

GREAT 
NEIGHBORHOODS 

CAR ORIENTED 
IDENTITY 

CITY OF BELLAIRE IMPRESSIONS 

TREES 



PARKS AND TREES NEIGHBORHOODS  AND SCHOOLS HISTORY AND CULTURE 

BELLAIRE WONDERFUL  



COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 



LAND USE | ADJACENCIES 

LEGEND 
 

RESIDENTIAL 
 
MIXED-USE 
 
RETAIL 
 
SCHOOLS 
 
CHURCHES 
 
CENTERPOINT 
 
EASEMENT 
 
PARKS 
 
 
 

 



LAND USE | RESIDENTIAL 

LEGEND 
 

RESIDENTIAL – GENERAL RESIDENCE 
 



LAND USE | RESIDENTIAL 

LEGEND 
 

RESIDENTIAL – SMALL LOT RESIDENCE 
 



LAND USE | RESIDENTIAL 

LEGEND 
 

RESIDENTIAL – RESIDENCE + COMMERCIAL MIX 
 



LAND USE | COMMERCIAL 

LEGEND 
 

COMMERCIAL – RESEARCH PARK 
 



LAND USE | COMMERCIAL 

LEGEND 
 

COMMERCIAL – OFFICE 
 



LAND USE | COMMERCIAL 

LEGEND 
 

COMMERCIAL – RETAIL 
 



LAND USE | COMMERCIAL 

LEGEND 
 

COMMERCIAL – CORRIDOR MIXED-USE 
 



LAND USE | DOWNTOWN 

THE TRIANGLE COMMERCIAL CORE 
 

 
 



LAND USE | MUNICIPAL COMPLEX 

MUNICIPAL COMPLEX 



LAND USE | CITY PARKS 

1. Pin Oak Park 
 

2. Feld Park 
 

3. Mulberry Park 
 

4. Locust Park 
 

5. Vic Driscoll Park 
 

6. Evelyn’s Park 
 

7. Paseo Park 
 

8. Loftin Park 
 

9. Bellaire-Zindler Park 
 

10.  Russ Pitman Park 
 

11.  Evergreen Park 
 

12.  Lafayette Park 
 

13.  Ware Family Park 
 

14.  Joe Gaither Park 
 

15.  Condit School Spark Park 
 

16.  Horn Elementary Spark Park 
 
 

TOTAL PARK AREA 

39.4 Acres 
1,717,843 SQ. FT 1 

2 
3 

4 5 
6 7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

LEGEND 
 

PARKS 
 

1,717,843 
100,362,240 
= 1.7% 
 

PARK / SITE RATIO 

15 

16 



LAND USE | CITY PARKS 

Destination  
Parks 

City  
Parks 

Community 
Parks 

Pocket  
Parks 

Paseo Park 

Evelyn’s Park Russ Pitman Park Bellaire-Zindler & Loftin Park 

Mulberry Park Feld Park 

Lafayette Park Evergreen Park Locust Park Pin Oak Park 

Joe Gaither Park Ware Family Park Vic Driscoll Park 



LAND USE | REGIONAL PARKS 

1. Memorial park 
 

2. Buffalo Bayou Park 
 

3. Discovery Green 
 

4. Hermann Park 
 

5. Brays Bayou Open 
Space 
 
 

1 2 

3 

4 

5 

5 miles 



LAND USE | SCHOOLS 

1 

2 

3 

4 5 

1. PIN OAK MIDDLE SCHOOL 

LAND USE | CITY PARKS 

1 

2 
3 

4 

6 
7 

5 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

8 

14 

15 

LAND USE | SCHOOLS 

CONSOLIDATE 
SCHOOLS 1 

2 3 

6 
7 

1. Pin Oak Middle School 
 

2. Episcopal High School 
 

3. The Post Oak School 
 

4. The Mandarin School 
 

5. Condit Elementary School (Shared Spark Park) 
 

6. Bellaire High School 
 

7. Horn Elementary School (Shared Spark Park) 
 

8. Veritas Christian Academy of Houston 
 
 
 

LEGEND 
 

SCHOOLS 
 

4 

5 8 



LAND USE | SCHOOLS LAND USE | CITY PARKS LAND USE | SCHOOLS 

Elementary 
School 

Middle 
School 

High  
School 

Condit Elementary School Horn Elementary School 

Episcopal High School Bellaire High School 

Pin Oak Middle School 



1 2 

3 
4 5 

LAND USE | CHURCHES 

6 

7 8 9 

10 

LAND USE | CITY PARKS 

1 

2 
3 

4 

6 
7 

5 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

8 

14 

15 

LAND USE | CHURHCES 

CONSOLIDATE 
CHURCHES 

1. Southwest Presbyterian Church 
 

2. St. Mar Coptic Orthodox Church 
 

3. Holy Ghost Catholic Church 
 

4. Bellaire Central Baptist Church 
 

5. Christ Church Presbyterian 
 

6. Faith Lutheran Church 
 

7. Crosspoint Church 
 

8. United Methodist Church 
 

9. Congregation Brith Shalom  
 

10.  Bellaire Church Christ 
 
 

1 

3 4 5 
6 
7 

8 9 

10 

2 

LEGEND 
 

CHURCHES 
 



LAND USE | CHURCHES LAND USE | CITY PARKS LAND USE | CHURHCES 

Southwest Presbyterian Church 

St. Mark Coptic Orthodox Church 

Holy Ghost Catholic Church 

Bellaire Central Baptist Church 

First Church-Christ Scientist 

Faith Lutheran Church 

Crosspoint Church 

Bellaire United Methodist Church 

Congregation Brith Shalom 

Christ Church Presbyterian 

Bellaire Church Christ 



LAND USE | EASEMENTS 

LEGEND 
 
128’ Railroad R.O.W.  
(1,486,976 sq.ft) 
 
9,413’ Power  
Transmission Line  
Easement 
 
CenterPoint Substation 
 
80’ Cypress Creek COH  
Drainage Easement  
(640,480 sq.ft) 
 

 

1 

2 

3 



LAND USE | EASEMENTS 

2. EAST TRANSMISSION EASEMENT – SOUTH SECTION  

1. NORTH TRANSMISSION EASEMENT SECTION  

1 

2 

R.O.W. R.O.W. 

EASEMENT 128’ 

EASEMENT 128’ COH 
RAILROAD 

60’ 

CITY OF BELLAIRE CITY OF HOUSTON 



LAND USE | EASEMENTS 

1B. EAST TRANSMISSION EASEMENT – NORTH SECTION ENLARGEMENT  

1 

1A. EAST TRANSMISSION EASEMENT – NORTH SECTION OVERALL 
COH RAILROAD 

60’ 

EASEMENT 
128’ 

CITY OF BELLAIRE 

R
.O

.W
. 

R
.O

.W
. 

RIGHT PORTION 

LEFT PORTION 

RIGHT PORTION CITY OF BELLAIRE COH RAILROAD 
60’ 



URBAN FABRIC | STREETS 

LEGEND 
 

Regional  
Highways 
 
Major  
Thoroughfares 
 
Connectors 
 
Neighborhood  
Streets 
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Bellaire Boulevard 
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Evergreen 

LAND USE | REGIONAL HIGHWAYS 

LEGEND 
 

Main Lanes 
 
Frontage Road 
 
Exit / Entry Ramps 
 
Overpasses 
 
US 59 / I610 Interchange  
Reconstruction 

 



URBAN FABRIC | REGIONAL HIGHWAYS 

INTERSTATE 610 - WEST LOOP OVERPASS ELEVATION AT BELLAIRE BOULEVARD 

INTERSTATE 610 - WEST LOOP SECTION AT BELLAIRE BOULEVARD OVERPASS 

IN
TE

R
ST

AT
E 

61
0 

W
es

t L
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Evergreen 

1 
2 

1 

16’-10” 

2 

16’-10” 



LEGEND 

Major Thoroughfare 
 
Threshold 
 
Overpass 
 

 

LAND USE | MAJOR THOROUGHFARES 

BISSONNET 

CHIMNEY ROCK + BISSONNET

RENWICK 
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Bellaire Boulevard 



URBAN FABRIC | MAJOR THOROUGHFARES 
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Bellaire Boulevard 

2 
1 

1. BELLAIRE @ METRO 

3. 90’ R.O.W. @ CHIMNEY ROCK 
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.O

.W
. 

R
.O

.W
. 

90’ 

R
.O

.W
.

R
.O

.W
. 

R
.O

.W
. 

R
.O

.W
. 

90’ 

2. 90’ R.O.W. @ RICE 
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URBAN FABRIC | MAJOR THOROUGHFARES 
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Bellaire Boulevard 

1 

1. 70’ R.O.W. @ BISSONNET 
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R
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2. 90’ THOROUGHFARE 
90’ R
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.

R
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2 

3. BELLAIRE @ PASEO PARK 

245’ 

3 



URBAN FABRIC | MAJOR THOROUGHFARES 
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Bellaire Boulevard 

1. 120’ R.O.W. @ BELLAIRE 

120’ 
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2. 150’ R.O.W. @ BELLAIRE 

150’ 
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URBAN FABRIC | CONNECTORS 

LEGEND 
 
Connectors  
 
Thresholds 

 

NEWCASTLE 

FERRIS 
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URBAN FABRIC | CONNECTORS 

1 

1 

2 

3 

3 
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URBAN FABRIC | NEIGHBORHOOD STREETS 

LEGEND 
 
Neighborhood Streets 

 

Typical Neighborhood Street Section 

60’ 

R
.O

.W
. 

R
.O

.W
. 



LAND USE | RATIO 

PUBLIC REALM RATIO 
(STREETS, PARKS, EASEMENTS) 

48,870,565 
100,362,240 
= 48.69% 
PRIVATE REALM RATIO 

51,491,675 
100,362,240 
= 51.31% 

DOWNTOWN HOUSTON PUBLIC REALM 
52% 
 
UPTOWN HOUSTON PUBLIC REALM 
17% 
 
BELLAIRE PUBLIC REALM 
49% 

COMPARATIVE RATIOS 



URBAN FABRIC | SIDEWALKS 

5 MIN. 

10 MIN. 

15 MIN. 

20 MIN. 

25 MIN. 

5 MIN. 

10 MIN. 

15 MIN. 

20 MIN. 

25 MIN. 

LEGEND 
 
Triangle 
 
Evelyn’s Park 

 



URBAN FABRIC | SIDEWALKS 

LEGEND 
 
Continuous  
Sidewalks  
 
Newcastle Trail 
 
Challenging  
Crossings 
 
Triangle 
 
Schools 
 
Parks 
 
 

 



URBAN FABRIC | BIKE LANES

STREET WITHOUT BIKE LANE 

CHIMNEY ROCK W/ BIKE LANE 

LEGEND 
 
COH Existing Bike Lanes 
 
Potential Bike Lanes 
 
Newcastle Trail 
 
Challenging Crossings 
 
Triangle 
 
Schools 
 
Parks 
 
2003 Bike Plan 

 



URBAN FABRIC | OVERHEAD POWER LINES 

LEGEND 
 
Overhead power lines fronting streets 

 



URBAN FABRIC | URBAN HARDWARE 

Typical Street Lights Typical Street Lights Street Signs 

Traffic Signal Poles Traffic Signal Poles 

ADD 
IMAGE 

Street Sign + Traffic Lights 



NATURAL SYSTEMS| REGIONAL HYDROLOGY 

1. Include the regional flood levels map previously 
reviewed 
 

Bellaire 



NATURAL SYSTEMS| HYDROLOGY 

LEGEND 
 
500 Year Floodplain 

100 Year Floodplain 
 

 

April 18 2016 

April 18 2016 

April 18 2016 



NATURAL SYSTEMS| HYDROLOGY 

LEGEND 
 
500 Year Floodplain 

100 Year Floodplain 
 

 

Cypress Creek 

Brays Bayou 
Cypress Creek 

LEGEND
 
Regional Drainage Patterns 
 
Drainage Impeding Redevelopment 
 
COB Waste Water Treatment Facility 

 
COH Waste Water Treatment Facility 
 

1 

2 

4 

1 

2 

3 

3 

4 



NATURAL SYSTEMS| HYDROLOGY 

2015 Memorial Day Flooding Location Intensity Map 

Bellaire City Limits 

May 31 2015 

May 31 2015 

May 31 2015 



NATURAL SYSTEMS | TOPOGRAPHY 
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Bellaire Boulevard 

Holly 

Beechnut Street 

Evergreen 

1921 Topography 
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Bellaire Boulevard 
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NATURAL SYSTEMS | URBAN FOREST 

Ash 

Live Oak 

Cypress Red Oak 

Elm 

Urban Forest 

Urban Forest 

Urban Forest 

Urban Forest 

Chinese Tallow 



CULTURAL RESOURCES | SOCIAL SPACES 

LEGEND 

HEB 
 
LIBRARY 
 
SCHOOLS 
 
CHURCHES 
 
PARKS 
 
CIVIC CENTER 

 
 

LIBRARY 

HEB 

HEB 

CIVIC CENTER 

PASEO PARK 



CULTURAL RESOURCES | ART AND HISTORY 

1. Create a diagram using land use 
plans that combines, schools, 
churches, libraries, civic center 
and parks, also add the HEB site. 

2. Add images of some of these 
locations 
 



CULTURAL RESOURCES | ARCHITECTURE 

residential 



CULTURAL RESOURCES | ARCHITECTURE 

commercial 



CULTURAL RESOURCES | ARCHITECTURE 

institutional 



DESIGN PRINCIPLES 



DESIGN PRINCIPLES 

“ONE” CITY 

Urban Design and 
Beautification 
Improvements should 
establish a brand that 
reinforces Bellaire as 
“ONE” City. 
 
 
Urban Design and 
Beautification 
Improvements should 
Elevate Quality of Life 
and Quality and Real 
Property Value for All.  



DESIGN PRINCIPLES 

reinforce Bellaire Town 
Center and Evelyn’s 
Park as “centers of 
gravity” within the city of 
Bellaire , one urban, 
one green  

reinforce B
Center and E
Park as “cent
gravity” within 
Bellaire , one u
one green

EVELYN’S PARK 
TOWN CENTER 

“TWO”  
DESTINATIONS 

 



DESIGN PRINCIPLES 

BRAND  
CLARITY 

create a clear  and 
cohesive 
“PEOPLE 
ORIENTED” 
aesthetic language  
within the public 
realm that defines 
the City of Bellaire.  

Urban Forest  

City Gateways The Landscape Signage, Lighting, Traffic Signalization The Pedestrian Realm The Arts 



DESIGN PRINCIPLES 

create streets that 
promote walking 
and biking as safe 
and pleasant 
alternatives to the 
car along paths that 
link major 
destinations 

Urban Forest  

Dedicated Bike Lanes Sidewalks as Social Spaces Shared Bike Lanes West Loop Transparency People, Bike Connectivity at West Loop 

CONNECTIVITY 



DESIGN PRINCIPLES 

employ proven 
green infrastructure 
solutions that set 
Bellaire apart as an 
environmentally 
conscious 
community 
 
employ green 
infrastructure 
solutions that soak 
up run-off 
minimizing urban 
flooding 

Urban Forest  

GREEN 
INFRASTRUCTURE 

Easements for People and Stormwater Infiltration Planters Perennial Gardens Pervious Surfaces Bio-Retention 



DESIGN PRINCIPLES 

create a public 
realm that allows 
people to socialize, 
to meet on the 
street, to  know 
one’s neighbor 
 
create social spaces  
for gatherings large 
and small 
 
 
create an annual 
civic event that is a 
regional attraction 

 THE  
SOCIAL 

LANDSCAPE  

Pop-up Events Biking Strolling Walking the Dog 



OPPORTUNITIES 
URBAN DESIGN AND BEAUTIFICATION 



URBAN DESIGN AND BEAUTIFICATION  

OPPORTUNITIES

Bellaire  
Boulevard 

 
Major  

Thoroughfares 
 

Connectors 
 

Neighborhood 
Streets 

 
West Loop 

 Corridor 
 

Easements 
 
 

City Gateways 
 
 

The Triangle 
  
 

North Livable 
 Center 

 
Chevron  

Parcel 
 

Bellaire High  
School  



WEST LOOP 

Bellaire  
Boulevard 

 
Major  

Thoroughfares 
 

Collectors 
 

Neighborhood 
Streets 

 
The West Loop 

Corridor 
 

Easements 
 
 

City Gateways 
 
 

The Triangle 
  
 

Chevron 
 
 

North TOD 
 

 
 



BELLAIRE BOULEVARD 



MAJOR THOROUGHFARES 

Bellaire  
Boulevard 

 
Major  

Thoroughfares 
 

Collectors 
 

Neighborhood 
Streets 

 
The West Loop 

Corridor 
 

Easements 
 
 

City Gateways 
 
 

The Triangle 
  
 

Chevron 
 
 

North TOD 
 

 
 



MAJOR THOROUGHFARES 

Bellaire  
Boulevard 

 
Major  

Thoroughfares 
 

Collectors 
 

Neighborhood 
Streets 

 
The West Loop 

Corridor 
 

Easements 
 
 

City Gateways 
 
 

The Triangle 
  
 

Chevron 
 
 

North TOD 
 

 
 



Bellaire  
Boulevard 

 
Major  

Thoroughfares 
 

Collectors 
 

Neighborhood 
Streets 

 
The West Loop 

Corridor 
 

Easements 
 
 

City Gateways 
 
 

The Triangle 
  
 

Chevron 
 
 

North TOD 
 

 
 CONNECTOR STREETS 



CONNECTOR STREETS 

Bellaire  
Boulevard 

 
Major  

Thoroughfares 
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URBAN VILLAGE DOWNTOWN 



WESTPARK LIVABLE CENTER 



BELLAIRE PLACE 



BELLAIRE HIGH SCHOOL 
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DESIGN PRINCIPLES 

“ONE” CITY 

Urban Design and 
Beautification 
Improvements should 
establish a brand that 
reinforces Bellaire as 
“ONE” City. 
 
 
Urban Design and 
Beautification 
Improvements should 
Elevate Quality of Life 
and Quality and Real 
Property Value for All.  



DESIGN PRINCIPLES 

reinforce Bellaire Town 
Center and Evelyn’s 
Park as “centers of 
gravity” within the city of 
Bellaire , one urban, 
one green  

reinforce Bella
Center and Evel
Park as “centers 
gravity” within the 
Bellaire , one urba
one green

EVELYN’S PARK 

“TWO”  
DESTINATIONS 

 
TOWN CENTER 



DESIGN PRINCIPLES 

BRAND  
CLARITY 

create a clear  and 
cohesive 
“PEOPLE 
ORIENTED” 
aesthetic language  
within the public 
realm that defines 
the City of Bellaire.  

Urban Forest  

City Gateways The Landscape Signage, Lighting, Traffic Signalization The Pedestrian Realm The Arts 



DESIGN PRINCIPLES 

create streets that 
promote walking 
and biking as safe 
and pleasant 
alternatives to the 
car along paths that 
link major 
destinations 

Urban Forest  

Dedicated Bike Lanes Sidewalks as Social Spaces Shared Bike Lanes West Loop Transparency People, Bike Connectivity at West Loop 

CONNECTIVITY 



DESIGN PRINCIPLES 

employ proven 
green infrastructure 
solutions that set 
Bellaire apart as an 
environmentally 
conscious 
community 
 
employ green 
infrastructure 
solutions that soak 
up run-off 
minimizing urban 
flooding 

Urban Forest  

GREEN 
INFRASTRUCTURE 

Easements for People and Stormwater Infiltration Planters Perennial Gardens Pervious Surfaces Bio-Retention 



DESIGN PRINCIPLES 

create a public 
realm that allows 
people to socialize, 
to meet on the 
street, to  know 
one’s neighbor 
 
create social spaces  
for gatherings large 
and small 
 
 
create an annual 
civic event that is a 
regional attraction 

 THE  
SOCIAL 

LANDSCAPE  

Pop-up Events Biking Strolling Walking the Dog 
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Urban Meadow – Social Space Near Transmission Lines 
Brooklyn, NY 



EASEMENTS 

Urban Meadow – Social Space Near Transmission Lines 
Brooklyn, NY 



EASEMENTS 

Atlanta Beltline 
Atlanta, GA 



EASEMENTS 

Atlanta Beltline 
Atlanta, GA 



EASEMENTS 

The city of Plano, Texas 
has a shared use trail that 
runs for part of its route 
under high tension lines. 



EASEMENTS 

Katy Trail 
Dallas, TX 



EASEMENTS 

PORTLAND OR FALLS CHURCH, VA 

NORRISTOWN, PA SEATTLE, WA 
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CONSENSUS CONCEPTUAL IDEA 

THE NEW  
GARDEN 

CITY 
 

ACHEIVE THE 1908 VISION FOR BELLAIRE ADAPTED TO OUR TIMES AND FORWARD LOOKING 
 RESULTING A SOCIAL CITY THAT WILL BECOME A GREAT CITY. 



ACHIEVE A VISION  FOR BELLAIRE 

 
1908 
 
Bellaire founded by William Baldwin as part of the 23,000 acre Rice 

Ranch. It was envisioned to be a “GARDEN CITY” 
 



WHAT IS A GARDEN CITY 



GARDEN CITY HISTORY

CLICK HERE TO PLAY VIDEO





WHAT DEFINES THE “NEW” GARDEN CITY 
 

STEP TWO  

THE NEW GARDEN CITY IDEA 




